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Catcher in the Rye Socratic Discussion Questions 

1. What does Holden mean by what he says about Phoebe and the gold ring? What point is he making and what does this reveal about him? (211)

2. What does the last line of the book mean? What does it indicate has happened or will happen to Holden?

3. The whole novel is Holden’s narration of this long story. Who is he telling this story to (besides the reader) and what can we then conclude about Holden’s fate?

4. How would you characterize Holden’s relationship with women? What does this tell us about his character?

5. Why does Holden idolize Phoebe and Allie so much? How does that relate to his dream of being the “catcher in the rye”?

6. Does Holden mature in this book? Does he experience a rite of passage that transforms him into an adult? Why or why not?

7. Is Holden a hero? Is he an anti-hero? 

8. What journey is he on and is he successful?
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